
Year 2 – Autumn 
English – Non-chronological reports 

Core Texts Additional Texts 

The Solar 
System 

The 
International 
Space Station 

Knowledge for the writer 
Plan how you will organise the information you 
want to include, e.g. use paragraph headings, a 
spidergram or a grid. 
§ Gather information from a wide range of 
sources and collect it under the headings 
you’ve planned. 
§ Consider using a question in the title to 
interest your reader (Vitamins – why are they 
so important?). 
§ Try to find a new way to approach the subject 
and compose an opening that will attract the 
reader or capture their interest. Use the 
opening to make very clear what you are 
writing about. 
§ Include tables, diagrams or images (e.g. 
imported photographs or drawings) that add or 
summarise information. 
§ Find ways of making links with your reader. 
You could ask a direct question (Have you ever 
heard of a hammerhead shark?) or add a 
personal touch to the text (So next time you 
choose a pet, think about getting a dog). 
§ Re-read the report as if you know nothing 
about its subject. Check that information is 
logically organised and clear. 
§ Use other text-types within your report if they 
will make it more effective for your purpose 
and audience. 

Grammar Focus 
Co-ordinating conjunctions, or, and, but 
Subordinate conjunctions, when, if, that, 
because 
Expanded noun phrases 
Use question marks at end of question 
Using commas to separate lists 
Move from generic nouns to specific nouns, eg 
“dog” to “terrier” 
Prepositional phrases: behind, above, along, etc 
Determiners/generalisers: most, some, all, 
many, much, more 

Look 
Inside: 
Space 



Progression in Non-chronological texts 
 
Year 1 

Find out about a subject by listening and following text as information books are read, 
watching a video.  

Contribute to a discussion on the subject as information is assembled and the 

teacher writes the information. Assemble information on a subject in own 

experience, (e.g.) food, pets. 

Write a simple non-chronological report by writing sentences to describe aspects of the 

subject. 

Year 2 After a practical activity or undertaking some research in books or the 

web, take part in a discussion in another curriculum subject, generalising 

from repeated occurrences or observations. Distinguish between a 

description of a single member of a group and the group in general e.g. a 

particular dog and dogs in general. Read texts containing information in a 

simple report format, e.g. There are two sorts of x...; They live in x...; the 

As have x..., but the B’s etc. 
  

Assemble information on another subject and use the text as a 

template for writing a report on it, using appropriate language to 

present , and categorise ideas. 
 
Year 3 

Analyse a number of report texts and note their function, form and typical language 
features: 

  
 introduction indicating an overall classification of what is being described 
 use of short statement to introduce each new item 

 language (specific and sometimes technical) to describe and differentiate 
 impersonal language 

 mostly present tense 
Teacher demonstrates research and note-taking techniques using information and ICT 
texts on a subject and using 

a spidergram to organise the information. 
  
Distinguish between generalisations and specific information and between recounts 

and reports, using content taken from another area of the curriculum. 
  
Analyse broadcast information to identify presentation techniques and notice how 

the language used signals change. 
  
Teacher demonstrates how to write non-chronological report using notes in a 

spidergram; draws attention to importance of subject verb agreements with generic 

participants (e.g.) family is…., people are… 
  
Write own report independently based on notes from several sources. 


